THE JULY  MONARCHY

as his ministers bourgeois who were in harmony with the majority
in the Chamber. Such were the beginnings of the regular practice
of parliamentary government in France.

JTHE JULY MONARCHY

The 'July monarchy' was opposed simultaneously by two ex-
treme parties, who were hostile to the very principle of the regime.
The Legitimists, or partisans of the legitimate* family, attempted
to stir up a rising of peasants and gentlemen in the western region,
the scene of the insurrection of the Vended in 1793. They never
ceased to flaunt their contempt for the 'king of the barricades'
and their attachment to the legitimate heir, the grandson of
Charles X, whom they called Henry V.

The young men who had brought about this Revolution were
annoyed by having to look on at the maintenance of a regime
which still held the people aloof from public life and pursued a
pacific policy. Before long they proclaimed themselves republicans
and, reviving the tradition of 1793, demanded a democratic
republic and armed propaganda in Europe. They organized them-
selves in a number of secret societies with various names, which
were engaged up to 1839 in preparing for an armed insurrection
in Paris with the object of seizing the government.

A committee was formed in Paris and set up affiliated com-
mittees in a number of provincial towns. Their propaganda
succeeded in forming a fair number of republican groups, es-
pecially in the departments of the east and south* Their political
ideas continued to be vague; in the eastern regions^ where lay
their main strength, they were inspired mainly by a bellicose type
of patriotism.

This opposition took the form of violent articles in the Press,
noisy demonstrations, barricades, and rioting. In 1832 appeared
for the first time the red flag, which, after 1848, was to become
the emblem of Socialism throughout the whole world. The agita-
tion culminated in a series of attempts to assassinate the king.
The Government, with the endorsement of the Chamber, estab-
lished a system of repression which paralysed all its opponents'
means of expression - the Press, societies, and meetings. The
assumption of the very name 'republican1 was prohibited; till
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